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Authority 

The EMS Act (Health and Safety Code Section 1797) 

Definition 

Alternate transport Vehicle- A vehicle that has been equipped for transporting sick/injured patients with the 
ability to properly secure patients on a commercially available stretcher (Including proper belts and locking 
mechanism). The vehicle must be Nor-Cal EMS approved for such a purpose. 

Policy 

An alternate transport vehicle may be used by an BLS/ALS non-transport agency to transport patients to a 
Rendezvous Point/Helicopter Landing Zone on rare/limited occasion when the following risk assessment and 
protocol is met.  

This Policy is not meant to allow regular use of Alternate transport vehicles, nor should Alternate transport 
vehicles transport patients to a hospital except extreme circumstances and with those circumstances shall 
have Base hospital physician approval. 

Complete the risk assessment: 

 

          No  

 

           Yes, in patients best interest 

````````````         Yes + wait time 

 

          No expected wait time 

Disagreement 

 

 

          Ambulance agrees 

                    Longer Transport 

 

           

       Shorter overall transport 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ETA of Alternate transport vehicle (Including load time) is expected to result in 
shorter total transport time to the Hospital. 

 

Do providers feel use of an alternate transport is in best interest of the patient? 
 

Would patient end up having to wait at LZ/Rendezvous point for Air Ambulance 
arrival? 

 

Patient may be transported via Alternate transport 
vehicle to LZ/Rendezvous point 

Primary ground transport ambulance is in concurrence 
(via Radio/Phone communication) 

Patient should await normal 
Ground Ambulance 

transportation 
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